
Designated Massachusetts Cultural Districts 

Fenway Cultural District, Boston 
A walk through the Fenway Cultural District in Boston puts you at the doorstep of the world's most 
acclaimed cultural destinations: the Museum of Fine Arts with its new Art of the Americas wing; the 
incomparable Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum and its new performance venue where every seat is in 
the front row; and Symphony Hall, home of America's favorite orchestra, the Boston Symphony. And you 
haven't even scratched the surface. Art and history lovers will feast on the best of American culture and 
still come back for more. Dine in a museum courtyard, or duck into an authentic ethnic restaurant. Other 
top destinations include Fenway Studios, the New England Conservatory, the Boston Conservatory, 
Berklee College of Music, Massachusetts College of Art, Simmons College, and the Massachusetts 
Historical Society. All are easily accessible by public transportation. 

Gloucester's Rocky Neck Cultural District 
There's something special about the light here. Find out why artists from around the world are drawn to 
one of America's first artist colonies: Gloucester's Rocky Neck. Stroll through artist galleries and studios 
nestled on this Cape Ann peninsula. Talk to the artists and watch them work. Grab lunch on the water 
overlooking a working fishing harbor. Rocky Neck is one of America's oldest art colonies, supporting an 
impressive number of year-round working artists. The district is home to numerous galleries and 
restaurants as well as the critically acclaimed Gloucester Theatre Company. Venues offer a calendar of 
special events like Nights on the Neck and the Rocky Neck Artist Ball. A dynamic new cultural and visitor 
center is also in the works. 

Lynn's Central Exchange Cultural District 
The core of this city may be one of Massachusetts' best-kept secrets -- a fusion of contemporary artists 
and multicultural cuisine and the authentic bricks and mortar of a city steeped in a history at the forefront 
of America's industrial history. Mingle with the artists and entrepreneurs who are drawn to the myriad of 
street activities, performances, and museums. Lynn's Central Exchange Cultural District includes historic 
museums, multiple performance spaces (like LynnArts' Neal Rantoul Black Box Theater), galleries like 
RAW showcasing young artists, numerous artist studios, WFNX Radio, ethnic restaurants and 
marketplaces reflecting the city's diverse population, and a resurgence of new restaurants like the Turbine 
Wine Bar. 

Upstreet Cultural District, Pittsfield 
How do you decide among the 50 restaurants, wine bars, and cafes that populate the Upstreet Cultural 
District? A calendar chock full of events and celebrations that regularly fill the street with vendors and 
artists that will tempt your aesthetic and culinary taste buds. This vibrant district will lure you into its 
amazing theater scene and to its family-friendly Berkshire Museum. Upstreet is home to dozens of visual, 
performing, and literary artists and numerous cultural institutions, including the Barrington Stage 
Company and its Musical Theatre Lab, the Hancock Shaker Village, and the beautifully restored Colonial 
Theatre. The district also boasts a number of locally-run retail shops, art galleries, a diverse selection of 
ethnic restaurants, and a year-round calendar of events and celebrations like 3rd Thursdays and the 
WordXWord Festival. 

Rockport Cultural District 
From the tip of Bearskin Neck and the iconic Motif #1, to Rockport Music's world-class Shalin Liu 
Performance Center with its stage overlooking the Atlantic, you'll have a once in a lifetime experience in 
Rockport. Shop in more than 40 art galleries. Grab a cup of coffee while watching the waves. Find out 
why international visitors make this a regular destination. Rockport's district boasts over 40 individual 
artist galleries and studios, as well as cultural institutions like the Rockport Art Association, one of the 
oldest active art associations in the nation. 
 
About the Massachusetts Cultural Council 
The Massachusetts Cultural Council is a state agency that promotes excellence, access, education, and 
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diversity in the arts, humanities, and sciences, to improve the quality of life for all Massachusetts 
residents and contribute to the economic vitality of our communities. 

The Council pursues this mission through a combination of grant programs, partnerships, and services for 
nonprofit cultural organizations, schools, communities, and individual artists. MCC's budget for the current 
fiscal year is $10.8 million, including $9.1 million from the state of Massachusetts and grants from the 
National Endowment for the Arts, Bank of America, and other sources.  

 


